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Discussion on the Social Risk Assessment and Evasion
Mechanism of College Entrance Examination Reform

ZHAO Junfang LIU Yanhong

Abstract: In modern society, any major decision on public affairs must undergo the necessary risk assessment
and analysis. As an important public decision concerning public interest and value, the college entrance examination
reform also requires risk assessment and prevention. To examine reform from the perspective of risk is not to oppose
or stymie reform, but to be more cautious, steady, and rational, in order to ultimately advance reform. If insufficient
attention is paid to risks and difficulties, it is precisely putting reform on the edge of danger. Therefore, this article will
concentrate on the value analysis and risk assessment and evasion mechanism of college entrance examination reform,
in order to serve the advancement of the college entrance examination reform.

Due to the lack of necessary supervision and control of power, weighted scoring of the English examination in the
2018 Zhejiang college entrance exam caused major decision-making mistakes and liability accidents, which aroused
widespread concern in the society, and the Director of Education was ordered to resign. In 2016, the Ministry of
Education announced that it would reduce the enrollment quota for College Entrance Examination in Hubei province
and Jiangsu province, causing a violent, strong reaction from the people. At one time, large-scale group gatherings
were triggered, and the education departments of the two provinces had to start emergency mechanism. “The college
entrance examination almost forgot its fundamental position in the entire education system.” “The fairness and
efficiency of the talent selection are greatly reduced, and the college entrance examination exists in name only.” The
above events and opinions indicate that the college entrance examination reform is indeed facing various challenges
and risks.

Specifically, it is the key to assess and avoid reform risks from following dimensions: whether the power of
decision-making is subject to due supervision and control, whether the reform has a solid social foundation and is
supported by the public, whether it can avoid conflicts of social interests, whether the implementation process is
scientific and impartial, whether the criteria of examination and admission are effective and whether examination
orientation is reasonable, etc.

How can public policies avoid risks and effectively create and distribute public value? The “Strategy Triangle
(V-C-S)” of Moore, M. H, American public policy scholar, provides useful enlightenment for the analysis of public
policy. It can not only be used to test the legitimacy and value of decision-making, but also provide reference for
avoiding policy risks. The “Strategy Triangle” focuses on the following three issues: First, whether the goal of
decision-making has public value (V); Second is the capability of management and operation (C); Third, whether there
is legal support in politics (S). Only the combination of Value, Capability and Support is what public policy should
pursue. Public value, legitimacy support and feasible technology are the inevitable elements of reasonable public
decision-making, and none is indispensable. Otherwise, the expected effects of reform and decision-making will not be
achieved.

In order to achieve this goal, we recommend: (01) Public policies that lose publicity may lose the foundation of
support from masses or may become a tool for some teams to seek benefits. And if the decision-making power loses
due supervision and restriction, it will lead to power corruption and then damage public value. This problem exists in
both government departments and universities. Corruption in the field of university's autonomous enrollment is the
result of unrestricted power. Therefore, it is necessary to firstly strengthen the supervision and restriction of power and
make the decision-making process democratic and scientific.(2) Because of the lack of understanding and support of
the relevant stakeholders for the purpose and content of the reform, that may become a potential risk source of social
stability and fall into the trap of V (value) without S (support).For this reason, we should strengthen the propaganda
of policies and actively create an atmosphere conducive to reform. (3) Assuming that decision-making power is
supervised and restricted, social risks cannot be completely avoided, because there are still some technical and
methodological difficulties. In order to prevent technical mistakes in decision-making, beneficial experiences should be
formed through policy experiments and mid-term evaluation, and research and prediction such as social investigation
and experimental simulation should be done well.

Key words: college entrance examination reform; risk assessment; risk evasion; legitimacy; social support; public
value
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