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Where Are the Students of China’s Elite Universities From?
Evidence from the Freshmen of 2013 in University A and University B

Guo Congbin & Wang Jiaqi

Abstract: With the continuous expansion of the enrollment of students by colleges and universities, China’s higher
education has entered the stage of popularization, and gradually stepped into the stage of universalization. Many students
are no longer merely satisfied with the opportunity to receive higher education, but hope to enter elite universities. This
paper, based on available data from two typical elite universities (University A and University B) , as well as Gini
coefficients of education and regional resource ratios, analyzed the features of the senior high schools where the freshmen
of the two universities had studied before they went to college in 2013. Empirical results show that the students of the two
universities mainly came from senior high schools in prefecture-level cities other than in county—level regions;
high—quality senior high schools are distributed unevenly in different provinces, with the high—quality senior high schools
in the central and western regions showing a higher degree of imbalanced distribution than those in the eastern regions.
The imbalanced distribution results from the difference in economic development in different regions, the demographic
structure and migration, model senior high schools, and giant senior high schools. To solve these problems, the
governments at the provincial level are supposed to give first priority to backward cities and county—level regions;
cross—city and cross—county enrollment of students must be prohibited so as to eliminate vicious competitions between
senior high schools and maintain the good order of enrollment; and elite universities should enroll more senior high school
students from county—level regions.
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