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Moral Imagination and Moral Education

Gao Desheng

Abstract: Traditional ethics mostly excludes imagination, but in fact, ethics that even reject imagination cannot be
isolated from imagination. Moral imagination is a kind of special imagination, which is not a simple combination of
imagination and morality, but the application of moral implication and moral function in imagination. The moral
significance of moral imagination lies in discovering moral issues, exploring multiple possibilities for solving moral issues
and correcting one’s own behavior. First of all, what education and moral education need to do in cultivating moral
imagination is to eliminate the educational factors that restrict, block and suppress moral imagination, so as to liberate the
moral imagination from the bondage. At the same time, what have direct effects in cultivating moral imagination are
educational methods including the moral metaphor, the transformation of metaphor in moral education, the unique
functions of literary narrative, facing up to pain and meditation practice and etc.
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