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The Compilation of English Teaching Materials for Primary and Secondary

Schools over the Past 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up in China

Wu Chi, Yang Yuntian
(Hunan Normal University , Changsha Hunan 410081, China)

Abstract: The compilation of English teaching materials for primary and secondary schools has
obtained remarkable achievements over the past 40 years of reform and opening-up in China. The focus of
the orientation of teaching materials has shifted from instrumentality to the unity of instrumentality and
humanism. The focus of the arrangement of teaching materials has shifted from learning language
knowledge to using language knowledge. The focus of the function of teaching materials has shifted from
ideological education to the student-based education. And in the process of development, there are some
problems in the English teaching materials, such as low standard in material selection, limited content
about traditional Chinese culture and inadequate emphasis on ideological education. To solve these
problems, compilation of English teaching materials in the future should stress the ideas of cultivating
key competencies, selecting more materials about Chinese excellent traditional culture, and
strengthening the instructiveness of the teaching materials.

Key words: 40 years of reform and opening-up; primary and secondary schools; English
teaching materials



