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On the Essence of Textbooks: Historical Pedigree and Reflection

Ye Bo
(School of Education Science, Hunan Normal University , Changsha Hunan 410081, China)

Abstract; The essence of textbooks is a fundamental issue in the theory and practice of textbooks
research. Through explorations and reflections of the history of the essence of textbooks, this article
points out that textbooks are intended to promote the discourse space for educational teaching. The main
relationship of textbooks is “knowledge-power-body”. The development of educational teaching is
characterized by the existence of textbooks as the discourse space. Editors, teachers and students are the
subject of power in the discourse space of textbooks. The tailoring, processing, organization and
arrangement of knowledge are the representation of the activities of power subjects in the discourse space
of textbooks. The discussion of the essence of textbooks is of positive significance to the construction of
the textbook analysis framework of textbook design, teacher-students’ teaching methods, and the
“subject-process-purpose”.
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