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Curriculum Integration Based on Key Competencies: Characteristics, Forms and Dimensions

An Guiqing
(Institute o f Curriculum and Instruction . East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract; Curriculum integration is the inevitable choice of curriculum development model for
developing students’ key competencies. In view of the integrity, situationality and embodiment of key
competences, the curriculum integration based on key competencies should have distinct educational
orientation, transversal orientation and action orientation. Beyond the dispute between discipline and
interdisciplinary, curriculum integration based on key competencies embodies in three aspects:
integration of curriculum plans, integration of subjects and integration of classroom teaching
characterized by the theme or unit teaching mode. In the development of school curriculum, the efforts to
promote curriculum integration should be put on the following five dimensions: integration of the
elements of curriculum objectives by the relational definition of each key competencies; integration of
activities and exercises by designing the structure of shared tasks; integration of the different teaching
models and methods to implement school curriculum; integration of the criteria and instruments to assess
the learning of key competences, and integration of different forms of curricula such as formal and
informal curriculum.

Key words: key competencies; curriculum integration; characteristics; forms; dimensions



