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A Study on the Compilation of Music Teaching Materials and the Reform of
Classroom Teaching in Primary and Middle Schools over the Past 40 Years of

Reform and Opening-up
Zi Liping
(Music College » Hunan Normal University, Changsha Hunan 410081, China)

Abstract: The Compilation of music teaching materials for primary and secondary schools over the
past 40 years of reform and opening-up has undergone an unusual process. 1979-1998 was a period of pre-
consciousness. We didn’t exactly understand how to compile teaching materials. Knowledge in textbooks
was too difficult and too professional. The music lessons relied on external tools to emphasize their
importance. 1999-2008 was a decade in which our consciousness awaked gradually. The teaching materials
are compiled in humanistic theme units, which freed music textbooks from the previous state of
professionalism and songbook collection. The additional content of pop music, diverse culture and
creative work optimized and upgraded the music teaching materials. Old-style classroom teaching
methods were overthrown. Since 2009, we are becoming more and more confident in compiling music
teaching materials. The characteristics of this period highlights music themes and integrates teaching
wisdom. Besides, music performance, practice and creativity are stressed in the textbooks. Classroom
teaching becomes more natural and confident. Ordinary teachers are participating in the development,
compilation and discussion of music teaching materials actively. All these can be summarized to the laws
that compilation of music teaching materials should be guided by macro policies, and classroom teaching
should be enhanced by cultivating teachers.

Key words: compilation of teaching materials; classroom teaching; music; 40 years of reform and

opening-up



