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Upholding the Tradition: Liberal Education at Oxford University
PENG Dao-lin, CAO Li-mei
(School of Education Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China )

Abstract: During the development of Oxford University, the tradition of liberal educa-
tion has had a profound effect. Since the Middle Ages, Oxford has been upholding the spirit
of independence and devoting itself to training talents with the collegiate system, tutorial
system, and unique courses such as the “Seven Liberal Arts”, classics and humanities. In
contrast to utilitarianism and instrumentalism, Oxford has been focusing on imparting gen-
eral knowledge, guarding, inheriting and developing the tradition of academic freedom,
which has defended its world-class status. Its success can provide some references for China
world-class universities construction.
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