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The Elites with Poor and Humble Families: The Conflict between

Elitism and Egalitarianism in Higher Education
GUO Shujian, WANG Jian-hua
(School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: The essence of debate about the topic of" the elites with poor and humble fam-
ilies' reflects the conflict between elitism and egalitarianism in higher education. Higher edu-
cation is not only a way of social stratum flow, but also a tool for social stratum reproduc-
tion. And higher education not only protects elitism for academic excellence, but also pro-
tects egalitarianism for social fairness. To solve the problem of the elites with poor and hum-
ble families, it should not only expand the enrollment opportunities for ordinary high
schools, but also improve the economic and cultural level of the poor; besides, it should not
only promote the functional division of higher education, but also update the idea of elite ed-
ucation for multiple elite cultivation.
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