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form of human existence and seeks for human being his proper place in between an imperfect creature and an
absolute subject.

Key words: Heidegger; freedom; finitude; Kant; self-binding

¢ An Interpretation of Kant’s “A Republic of Devils” WANG Zhijian

Abstract: It’s a consensus among contemporary western political theories that for a liberal democracy to
avoid decay, it requires not only some necessary institutional apparatuses, including the separation of powers and
a bicameral legislature, but also civic virtue and public-spiritedness. However, Kant argues before more than two
centuries ago that the birth of a just state doesn’t presuppose civic virtue; he even claims that a people of devils
can establish a republic. Kant’s sensational claim is only the tip of the iceberg, supported by Kant’s insights on
historical philosophy, ethics and political philosophy. Only if those hidden insights are revealed, Kant’s claim
that a people of devils can establish a republic can get rid of its appearance of abruptness.

Key words: Kant; nation of devils; republic; civic virtue; historical teleology

e The Emergence of Self Terrence W. Deacon, James W. Haag and Jay Ogilvy

Abstract: This article focuses on the possibility of explaining the existence of selves. Selves are ultimately
defined by their teleological properties. Selves are associated with life, and the self experienced by creatures with
complex brains is in many ways emergent from the self of organism existence. We may gain a useful perspective
on this problem, by stepping back from issues of subjectivity to consider the reasons we describe organisms
as maintaining, protecting, and reproducing themselves. We believe that there is a scientific account that can
explain how teleological processes in nature emerge from non-teleological antecedents, which depends on a
type of formal causality that mediates the emergence of final causality from efficient causality. Then, what could
constitute the autonomy of this process? According to Kant, we argue that a doubly reflexive form-generating
dynamics constitutes the key process of natural end, in other words, a self is organized in a doubly reflexive way,
or it has reflexively organized reflexivity, and recursive recursivity of causality. However, It has not provided an
account of that most distinctive human attribute of self: its subjective experiential component. The evolutionary
appearance of organisms with brains was a special jump in levels, and ushered in an entirely novel emergent
realm of self dynamics. This is an important model to also keep in mind in our effort to explain subjective self.
The supra-individual symbolic tools made available to human brains adds yet a further reflexive loop with respect
to which teleological relationships can emerge, and higher forms of agency can be generated.

Key words: self; emergence; teleology; teflexive dynamics

e See Through Boredom: Analysis on the Forming and Revision of Belief by Existentialism
SUN Danyang, LI Xia
Abstract: Existentialism is a philosophical thought that explores the state of individual existence and its
causes. The alienation of the state of individual existence is the deep reason of irrational beliefs and mental
disorder. Belief system revision is a feasible way to solve the serious social problem of high percentage of mental
disorder. The existential state of the individual is influenced by the situation of the times, and it is the main
material of the individual belief system. Therefore, analysis of the existential state of the individual is a necessary

work for the revision of belief. Based on the analysis of the phenomenon of boredom, this paper reveals that the
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