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The Progress and Controversies of School Choice Movement

in the U S. and Its References for China’s Public Education Reform

WANG Jian

(National Center for Educational Development Research)

Abstract; School choice movement is a kind of educational reform that have the largest
influence in the United States since 1980s, and its core is to extend the market mechanism
into the field of education, so that the students and their parents can take advantage of public
funding for school enrollment by means of free choice not arrangement according to their
family districts. During the 21st century, school choice in the U. S. has gained widespread
support, the number of participants trends to strongly grow, and the providers and delivery
of educational services increasingly diverse. However, market-based school choice reform is
controversial from the outset, and is ongoing in the political games and legal disputes with
the support of evidence-based research. Although there are different national conditions and
social system between the U. S. and China, the maladjustment between supply and need of
public education system is also existed in China, the experience from market-based education
market reform and school choice mechanism in America is deserved for reference in China,
which is beneficial to deepen reform of public schools and to solve the hot problem of school
choice.

Key words: school choice; market mechanism; public education
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