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Abstract: With regard to Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), the holistic view and dialectic treatment are known as two
characteristics that distinguish TCM from Western Medicine. In fact, these two characteristics are not unique for TCM,
but also owned by other ancient medical systems and modern Western Medicine. TCM has a fundamental characteristic of
the philosophical model of its theoretical system, namely, the experiences mainly based on medical experiences obtained by
human natural sensory abilities were systematized with ancient philosophical concept. However, the reliability of this kind
of experiences remained doubtful, as well as the reliability of this kind of conclusions from philosophical speculation.
Under the impact of modern medicine, TCM was negated for a time and lost its legitimacy due to the fundamental
characteristic, until it was regained because of the influence of factors beyond medical science. After that, TCM got the
best development conditions and opportunities in history, but it had been increasingly marginalized over the last sixty
years, without significant progress.
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