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Conversations in Writing
Public Interpretation and Historical Interpretation 4)
Editor” s note: “Interpretation” is a basic concept with meta-theoretical attributes in the
humanities and social sciences. “Hermeneutics” is an ancient form of knowledge, and has a close
relationship with historiography. In 2017, the theory of “public interpretation” proposed by
Chinese scholars attracted attention. This journal aims to promote the establishment of Marxist
historical hermeneutics in contemporary China to achieve the flourishing development of the
theoretical study of historiography in the new era and to build Marxism of the 21" century. For
this purpose, we invited five scholars of history to express their opinions in their research field on
the academic platform of the theory of “public interpretation.” We are looking forward to gaining

attention and criticism from the historical community.

Research Articles
Xia Dynasty Archaeological Culture from the Perspective of “Mid-Period Qualitative Change”
Bi Jingwei (37)
Changes in archaeological culture are gradual while dynastic change tends to be abrupt,
giving rise to a marked temporal dislocation between the two. The archaeological culture of the
early period of a new dynasty is generally basically the same as that of the late period of a
previous dynasty; it does not develop its own characteristics until midway through the dynasty.
This phenomenon can also be found in prehistoric and protohistoric dynastic or clan succession.
The archaeological culture of the early Xia belongs to late Henan Longshan culture; its middle
period belongs to Xinzhai culture; and its late period is from Phases I and II of Erlitou culture.
The dividing line between Xia and Shang culture comes at the transition to Phases III and IV of
Erlitou culture. The main factors influencing the speed of the change from the old to the new
culture are the demographic, economic, technological and mental differences between the
survivors of the former dynasty and the new regime and its clans, with its new ruling strategy.
Archaeological culture did not generally change immediately upon the change of dynasties, but
cultural change could be swift. The dividing line between the old dynasty and the new does not
generally coincide with the change from the old to the new archaeological culture, but is likely to
occur at the juncture of two periods or phases of the old archaeological culture. The organic
samples previously used for dating prehistoric clan changes are in fact the remains of changeovers

that were completed at least a hundred years later.

“Selection of the Finest of the Literati”: A Study of the Tang Boxue Hongci Examination
Jin Yingkun (52)
In the Tang dynasty, the Board of Personnel (Li Bu) held the boxue hongci ( “breadth in
learning and vastness in letters” ) examination, comprising the three subjects of shi (poetry),
fu (rhapsody), and yilun (argumentation). The content and criteria of this examination were so
similar to those of the jinshi examination, which comprised shi, fu and celun (political
discourse) , that almost all of those who passed the boxue hongci were already jinshi (presented

+ 189 -
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scholars). The examiners for the boxue hongci were mainly officials with the Board of
Personnel, but the emperor also temporarily appointed vice-ministers (shilang ), directors
(langzhong) and vice-directors (yuanwailang) from the other five boards of the Department of
State Affairs to assist with the examination, as well as vice-ministers with the Board of
Personnel. Most of these also held the jinshi degree. The boxue hongci examination had been
established in the early Tang to solve the problem of the selection or transfer of candidates with

i

“unfulfilled qualifications”; later, it became the main gateway to officialdom for jinshi who
ranked high in the palace examination. By the late Tang dynasty, it was a way to select “the
cream of the literati.” This “selection of the best of the best” identified graduates for the more
important of the base-level positions of compilers (jiaoshu), proofreaders (zhengzi), heads of
security department of the counties in the vicinity of capital cities (jiwangzxianwei ), and
advisers to the prime minister or to the supervision minister, or entered the secretariat of
officials. Their training focused on preparing them for “becoming generals and ministers.” The
majority took positions as compilers, with those entering secretariats coming next. The most
distinguished post was that of jiwangxianwei. Those who became advisers of the prime minister
or the supervision minister were the fewest, but they were the most likely to become ministers,
followed by those who had taken the position of jiwangxianwei. In the late Tang dynasty,
whether a jinshi who had ranked high in the palace examination and passed the boxue hongci
could ascend to high office, and whether he could make minister, were largely decided by the

level and status of his initial destination after passing the boxue hongci.

Interest-Bearing Commercial Loans and Late Qing Finance Li Wenjie (68)

Interest-bearing commercial loans were domestic debts issued by the Qing government
during the first Sino-Japanese War. Their interest rate, the issuance of printed notes documenting
the loan, and the sources of repayment were copied from the Qing government’ s foreign debts
at the time. The loans focused on borrowing from merchants in the developed areas and port
cities, with the dual maritime customs system being applied to bond sales and repayments. The
great majority of the borrowed money was delivered to the Ministry of Revenue after the war
rather than being directly used for the purposes of the war. Because the Ministry of Revenue set
the amount of the loans and because local governments in some provinces appropriated loan
administration, arbitrary apportionment and extortion were inescapable. However, owing to the
unique functioning of the dual maritime customs system, the repayments were guaranteed by
customs revenue. Except for a handful that became factory equity or were retained as donations,

the loans were repaid on schedule.

The Author, Source Texts and Narrative of The History of Chinese Secret Societies
Sun Jiang (87)
The History of Chinese Secret Societies ( ) (1912), is an important source
for the study of Chinese social history and the Revolution of 1911. However, scholars have been
rather unsure about it for the last hundred years, and misguided views have proliferated. Our
examination of the Chinese, Japanese and English sources of the work shows that it was
translated from the Japanese Chinese Revolutionary Parties and Secret Societies (
) (1911). which is itself based on the Japanese Chinese Secret Societies (
190 -



