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Digital Games, and Joycean Novels

Abstract: Under the heavy pressures of digital revolution and STEM (science, technology,
engineering, mathematics),literature departments around the globe are facing a bleak reality:
the dwindling of reading public and shrinking literature majors in colleges. In response
to Derrida’s prophecy about the death of literature, numerous scholars and thinkers in the
West have contemplated the awkward situation of refined literature and raised two practical
questions: (1) In colleges today where STEM courses predominate, how can literary teaching
re-energize itself? (2) In the world dominated by new media and telecommunications, how can
we revive the public’s interest in reading classic literary works? With these two questions in
mind, this article, by examining C. P. Snow’s idea of “Two Cultures” and the public’s strong
interest in science fiction, explores the connections between digital games and James Joyce’s
fiction, investigates the possible function of science fiction and digital games in resuscitating
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the public interest in literature, reflects on the way out for traditional literature pressurized by
telecommunications, and proposes the concept of “greater literature” in preparation for the
coming of a post-literary era.
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—AEERAIEE A, §ORSCERTE, SR RSO E, H—TE R SCEET
AN TR R B TR A R AR G SO AR B 7, T2 — M Esh R, DUEIR
R EZ T 2 e Rt KIS 7 W NI S/ S I N X QT L T AT v
MEETT DL — V) SCAR LS5 HD 47 APl “/NC%” (small literature) 1K
3227 (big literature) , I FRHE L OL%:, JEEAR) L0 /N CFRAGHEBE RS
PR, ORI 2T XNSCHIFRE, TSRS A R SCAREN K — Y BE A,
B P R RBIE AR ERS R /N0 KIFER, WVF6eE B K B HLE,
R BRSO IR NS, E MISCEEREI AR, O “ RS0 /NI “IIBE,
BT — R SCE R T VAN R, TR R R R AL O AR . RSO RLL)

/N R FEL PR 5 R R SO IR 5302 2 R R IR, R AR KO I AR 2 1) —
N,

7E#% [Notes]
@ “Ja3rE”  (post-literature) fi HIZAE Ja BACATHLIRINMACAH B TG0 SO 2, X —HilE
Fd AR ZARGUE & MAF G AR SRR, B, HENER.
® See Alvin Kernan, The Death of Literature (New Haven: Yale UP, 1990); Michael Bérubé, The
Employment of English: Theory, Jobs, and the Future of Literary Studies (New York: New York UP, 1997);
John M. Ellis, Literature Lost: Social Agendas and the Corruption of the Humanities (New Haven: Yale UP,
1997); Robert Scholes, The Rise and Fall of English: Reconstructing English as A Discipline (New Haven:
Yale UP, 1998); Carl Woodring, Literature: An Embattled Profession (New York: Columbian UP, 1999);
Edward Said, “Restoring Intellectual Coherence,” MLA Newsletter, Vol. 31, 1 (Spring 1999); J. Hillis Miller,
“Literature Matters Today,” Substance, Vol. 42, 2 (2013):12-32; and Literature Matters (London: Open
Humanities Press, 2016).
®F 3% cyborg I FE X, £ W, D.S. Halacy, Cyborg: Evolution of the Superman (New York: Harper and
Row Publishers, 1965). %13 & cyborg 52 XN FINLER 50 B S e IO, ADURIEAR NN & F
BB, AR ARG TR A7 3l A R T RERI R AR . IEREETIXANE X, EHERINR
ANTTEGITF AU AL 7 it (2 AR 9 FE A%
@ See Gu Ming Dong, “Frye and Psychoanalysis in Literary Studies: The West and China,” Jean O’Grady
and Wang Ning, eds., New Direction in N. Frye Studies (Shanghai: Shanghai Foreign Language Education
Press, 2001) 239-64., 25 3d )2 L “The Universal Significance of Frye’s Theory of Fictional Modes”
NBF)E T Jean O’Grady and Wang Ning, eds., Northrop Frye: Eastern and Western Perspectives (Toronto:
U of Toronto P, 2003) 162-76.
(® See Mark Wolf & Bernard Perron, eds., The Video Game Theory Reader (New York & London: Routledge,
2003); Ji H /& Gonzalo Frasca, “Ludologists Love Stories, too: Notes from a Debate that Never Took
Place,” Marinka Copier & Joost Raessens, eds., Level-up: Digital Games Research Conference (Utrecht:
Utrecht University, 2003).
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