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British Judicial Reform in 1873 and Jurisdiction Changes of House of Lords

WANG Jing
( Institute of Social Sciences FEast China University of Political Science and Law Shanghai 201620 China)

Abstract: Before 1873 the British supreme judicature the symbol of aristocratic judiciary tradition was exercised by aris—

tocrats in House of Lords. In the 19th century jurisdiction of House of Lords encountered legitimacy crisis and whether to keep

jurisdiction of House of Lords and continue aristocratic judiciary tradition became the key to guide 1873 judicial reform. The es—

tablishment of permanent system of aristocratic judge of appeal retained jurisdiction of House of Lords and aristocratic judiciary

tradition were transformed from “aristocrats-oriented—jurisdiction” to “jurisdiction-oriented-aristocrats ”. Legal aristocrats’ reform

should be regarded as the major measure of 1873 judicial reform. The professional logic is also of great significance for the current

judicial reform in China.
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